
LESSON SNAPSHOT

BIBLE MYSTERIES: THE CASE OF SOMETHING OUT OF NOTHING

BOTTOM LINE: 
God made the universe from nothing. 

OBJECTIVE: 
Kids will learn that God made the universe from nothing.

KEY PASSAGE: 
Genesis 1-2:3, In The Beginning

MEMORY VERSE: 
“‘My thoughts are not like your thoughts. And your ways are not like my ways,’  
announces the Lord.” Isaiah 55:8 (NIrV)

SUMMARY:
Before the Earth and the stars and the universe were made, what was there? As hard 
as it is for us to understand, once there was nothing else except God. Out of nothing, 
God spoke the entire universe into being.  

SIMPLE PRAYER: 
Dear God, 

Thank you for the wonder of Creation! 

In Jesus’ name, 
Amen



MEMORY VERSE

BIBLE MYSTERIES: THE CASE OF SOMETHING OUT OF NOTHING

“‘My thoughts are not like your thoughts. And your ways are not like my ways,’  
announces the Lord.” Isaiah 55:8 (NIrV)

“‘For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways,’ declares the 
Lord.” Isaiah 55:8 (NIV)

“‘My thoughts are nothing like your thoughts,’ says the Lord. ‘And my ways are far  
beyond anything you could imagine.’” Isaiah 55:8 (NLT)

“‘For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways,’ saith the 
Lord.” Isaiah 55:8 (KJV)

LARGE GROUP: 
Have all the fifth/sixth graders (whatever the oldest age in the room may be) read the 
verse first. Then add the next grade down and repeat. Add the next grade down, and 
repeat. Keep repeating until everyone is reading together. 

SMALL GROUP: 
Ask the kids what they think the writer was trying to say when he wrote these words. 
Then ask them how this verse is connected to today’s story. 



SKIT

BIBLE MYSTERIES: THE CASE OF SOMETHING OUT OF NOTHING

INVESTIGATING CREATION

ITEMS NEEDED: 
A police uniform, a detective’s trenchcoat, a Bible, a cell phone

CHARACTER BREAKDOWN: 
2M, 1F

CHARACTERS: 
Detective Dale - A quirky investigator
Sheriff Harry - Local law enforcement
The Bible Lady - A mysterious woman

Sheriff Harry enters on his cell phone.

HARRY: Lucy, it’s me… It’s Sheriff Harry… You know, your boss? I’m still waiting at the 
crime scene for the detective from the World’s Greatest Detective Agency. Tell Andy 
and Hawk to start posting signs around town. They can call the girl’s parents to get a 
photo. Oh, and let’s get some donuts brought into the station for later, please.

Detective Dale enters.

DALE: Excuse me, I’m looking for the local law man?

HARRY: Lucy, gotta go. I think he’s here. (Dale hangs up.) Hi there. You must be 
Detective Dale.

DALE: Yes, sir, I am. This is some mighty beautiful country you have here, Sheriff…

HARRY: Call me Harry.

DALE: Pleasure to meet you, Sheriff Call-Me-Harry.

HARRY: It’s not Call-Me-Harry. Just Harry.

DALE: Ah, sorry about that, Sheriff Harry. I was distracted by the incredible trees you 
have around here.



SKIT
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HARRY: First time being in our part of the country?

DALE: Yes, sir, it is. It’s not often I get away from the paved streets and high rises of 
major cities. It’s simply beautiful out here.

HARRY: Thank you.

DALE: You ever wonder how it all got here?

HARRY: How what got here?

DALE: All of this. The trees. The grass. The flowers. The owls. The sun and moon even. 

HARRY: Not really. Do you want to see where the girl's teddy bear disappeared?

DALE: I’ll tell you what I want, Harry. I want to know where all this came from. I want to 
know how this world became so lovely. How we came to live in it!

HARRY: That’s an awfully good question, Detective Dale, but I have a little girl that just 
wants her teddy bear back.

DALE: I mean look at this tree, Harry! That didn’t get there by accident. And those 
weasels chasing each other in the leaves. This was no accident!

HARRY: And neither was the crime we’re investigating. Now the bears name is—

DALE: I want to know everything.

HARRY: Well, I was just about to tell you—

DALE: I want to know how the sun was made, and the moon, and the stars. I want to 
know how night and day came to be. Why is there a separation between the land and 
the sea and the sky? Who made the birds? Who made the mighty blue whale? Who 
made the honey badger with his nasty disposition?

HARRY: Who kidnapped Mr. McFuzzy?

DALE: I don’t think that question’s relevant to the mystery at hand.

HARRY: It is the mystery at hand!
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DALE: No, no, Harry. I need to puzzle out this mystery with nature, because if I can 
solve this mystery, I can solve your kidnapping. There must be some clue, some  
evidence to tell me how all this got here.

The Bible Lady enters, carrying a large Bible.

BIBLE LADY: Detective? My Bible has something to tell you.

DALE: It does?

The Bible Lady hands him the Bible.

BIBLE LADY: Page one.

The Bible Lady exits. Dale opens the Bible.

DALE: In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth. Harry, do you know 
what this is?

HARRY: A Bible?

DALE: It’s a confession! God made all this! The trees, the grass! The sun, moon, and 
stars. The land, sky, and sea. The mighty blue whale. Even the honey badger! (closes 
the Bible) Ah, another mystery solved. Let’s get some coffee and donuts!

Dale exits.

HARRY: Coffee and donuts? What about the crime scene?



OBJECT LESSON OR KIDS SERMON

BIBLE MYSTERIES: THE CASE OF SOMETHING OUT OF NOTHING

ITEMS NEEDED: 
A mixing bowl with the residue from making a cake or cookies

Begin this lesson by showing the kids the bowl. Let them examine and even sniff, but 
not touch. See if they can guess what yummy treat was made inside the bowl from the 
clues left behind.

If I wanted to use this bowl to make more cookies or cake, I would first need to wash it 
out. After that, I would need to pour ingredients inside: flour, baking soda, sugar, eggs, 
water, and so on. I can’t make something out of nothing, can I?

That’s the great mystery of creation. In the beginning there was nothing. No land, no 
sky, no sea. Definitely no cookies. Then God spoke, and there was light. God spoke, 
and there was land and sea. God spoke and there were animals. God made everything 
in our world out of nothing. We don’t know how He did it, and we may never know. 
What we do know is that God created us, and He gave us this beautiful world because 
He loves us.

Take some time this week to marvel at God’s creation. Thank Him for His creativity, and 
thank Him for His love.



LARGE GROUP GAME

BIBLE MYSTERIES: THE CASE OF SOMETHING OUT OF NOTHING

CREATION PASSWORD

ITEMS NEEDED: 
Chairs
Note cards

INSTRUCTIONS: 
On 20 note cards, write down the names of 20 different animals. 

Choose two teams of two. Each team will have 60 seconds to play password.  
Teammates will sit in chairs facing one another, and one teammate will have all the 
cards. They will describe the animals on the cards one by one and try to get their  
teammate to guess the names of the animals. The team that gets the most right in 60 
seconds wins. 

VARIATION:  
Instead of a two-person game, divide the room in half. Pick one person from each side 
to give clues, and let all the kids guess for their team. 

WHAT’S THE POINT?  
God created everything in our world - including all those animals! 



LARGE GROUP LESSON

BIBLE MYSTERIES: THE CASE OF SOMETHING OUT OF NOTHING

BOTTOM LINE: 
God made the universe from nothing. 

OBJECTIVE: 
Kids will learn that God made the universe from nothing.

KEY PASSAGE: 
Genesis 1-2:3, In The Beginning

INTRO:
Who here this morning loves a good mystery? Mysteries have captivated book readers 
and movie goers for years. It all began with a tale written by legendary author Edgar 
Allen Poe. He wrote what is considered to be the first mystery novel ever written, and 
once people had a taste for it, they couldn’t get enough of them.

Some of the best mysteries are detective stories. These stories revolve around a clever 
man or woman who may or may not work for the police. They are puzzle solvers who 
like to gather clues and piece together just what happened. Some of the greatest  
fictional detectives include Sir Arthur Conan Doyle’s Sherlock Holmes, Agatha 
Christie’s heroes Hercule Poirot and Miss Marple, and of course, Hanna Barbera’s 
super sleuth team of Fred, Daphne, Velma, Shaggy, and their talking dog pal, Scooby 
Doo.

As exciting and thrilling as fictional mysteries can be, they often pale to real life  
mysteries. Our world is full of unsolved mysteries. There are unsolved murders, un-
solved robberies, and even unsolved mysteries of the ancient past. Is there really a 
creature like Bigfoot? Was there really a lost city of Atlantis?

During our new series, we’re going to explore some mysteries of the Bible. The Bible 
contains some fantastic stories that, to be honest, defy explanation. It tells us what  
happened, but it doesn’t often tell us why or how. These remarkable mysteries were 
written so that we might believe that God truly is who He claims to be: an all-powerful 
Creator who loves us and wants us to love Him in return. Today we start with one of the 
greatest mysteries of all: the story of creation.



LARGE GROUP LESSON

BIBLE MYSTERIES: THE CASE OF SOMETHING OUT OF NOTHING

The mystery of how we got here, how our planet came to be, and how everything from 
the sun to the oceans to the land are perfectly balanced has puzzled and fascinated 
scientific investigators for years. The Bible tells us plainly that everything we know in 
this world came from nothing. It was all spoken into being by God.

READ GENESIS 1:1 - 2:3

MAIN POINT:
What a remarkably mysterious tale! It begins with God saying, “Let there be light!” It 
ends with God creating a man and woman to love each other and love Him. The author 
of Genesis doesn’t give us the hows and whys and details of creation. He simply tells 
us everything was created because God wanted to create it. God saw that it was good, 
and He placed us in this world to care for it.

The core of our faith is the story of Creation. We were created by God. God knew who 
we would be before we were ever born, and He loved us even then. We may never 
know the details of creation until we reach Heaven, but we can have faith that the God 
who made this world is a good God who loves us.

DRIVE IT HOME:
The Bible doesn’t give us the details on how God made the world, but the evidence that 
He made it is all around us. One thing that science has marveled at is how perfectly 
balanced nature is. There are plants that turn carbon dioxide into breathable oxygen, 
and animals and humans who breathe oxygen and breathe our carbon dioxide. Our 
weather system brings sunshine and rain. Our seasons are balanced so that the Earth 
has time to grow things for us and time to regenerate. The food chain shows us how 
God carefully provides every creature on Earth with the necessary diet to survive.

One only needs to look at the charts of our bodies to see how intricately designed they 
are. Each body system – the nervous system, the circulatory system, the respiratory 
system, and so on – works with the others. Our bodies are a network of different parts 
working together to keep us alive and functioning. We can see a similar design  
structure in every animal on Earth, which shows us the same Creator who formed our 
bodies created them in much the same way.

The form and function of creation certainly point to the idea of an intelligent designer 
crafting our world in a way that is self-sustaining, but there’s one more clue that points 
to this designer being more than just a clever craftsman. Look at a baby. Look at a  
flower. Look at kittens and puppies. Look at rainbows. How marvelous are these 
things? Creation is not simply a functional system of parts and pieces. It is a world filled 
with beauty. We see a rainbow of colors when trees, leave and flowers bloom in the 
spring. We experience the blue skies and sunny days of summer.  



LARGE GROUP LESSON
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We enjoy the harvest of colorful, fresh food in the fall as the leaves from lush green to 
warm hues of red and gold. And then there’s the breathtaking snowfalls that come in 
the winter time.

We don’t know how He did it, but if we look hard enough, the evidence is that a good, 
powerful, and loving Being made it all. Genesis 1:1 tells us plainly who that was. God 
created this world to be evidence of His existence and His love. We can trust God is 
there because we can see His craftsmanship even in the cells of our bodies. We can 
trust He loves us because He filled this world with beauty and wonder.

Is there a Creator who made our world? Check the clues for yourself. He is, and He is 
good!

CLOSE WITH A SIMPLE PRAYER:
Dear God, 

Thank you for the wonder of Creation! 

In Jesus’ name, 
Amen



SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION (K-2ND)

BIBLE MYSTERIES: THE CASE OF SOMETHING OUT OF NOTHING

ICEBREAKER:
What do you think is the strangest thing God ever created? 

MEMORY VERSE ACTIVITY:
Isaiah 55:8 
Ask the kids what they think the writer was trying to say when he wrote these words. 
Then ask them how this verse is connected to today’s story. 

SMALL GROUP GAME/ACTIVITY:
Have everyone stand up in a circle. Toss a ball around the circle. Every time someone 
catches the ball, they must say the name of an animal and throw it. They cannot repeat 
any animal said in that round. If someone hesitates or repeats an animal name, they 
must sit down, and another round begins. 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:
Read Genesis 1:1 - 2:3

Who created the Earth? 

How many days did it take Him? 

What was the last thing God made? 

What are some clues that tell us God made the Earth? 

Why is it important to know God made us? 

SIMPLE PRAYER:
Dear God, 

We praise you for your power and your wonderful creation. 

In Jesus’ name, 
Amen



SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION (3-5TH)

BIBLE MYSTERIES: THE CASE OF SOMETHING OUT OF NOTHING

ICEBREAKER:
What do you think is the strangest thing God ever created? 

MEMORY VERSE ACTIVITY:
Isaiah 55:8 
Ask the kids what they think the writer was trying to say when he wrote these words. 
Then ask them how this verse is connected to today’s story. 

SMALL GROUP GAME/ACTIVITY:
Have everyone stand up in a circle. Toss a ball around the circle. Every time someone 
catches the ball, they must say the name of an animal and throw it. They cannot repeat 
any animal said in that round. If someone hesitates or repeats an animal name, they 
must sit down, and another round begins. 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:
Read Genesis 1:1 - 2:3

Who created the Earth? 

Is there evidence to show us that God did indeed make the world in creation? 

What are some clues that tell us God made the Earth? 

Why did God create people? 

Why is it important to know God made us? 

SIMPLE PRAYER:
Dear God, 

We praise you for your power and your wonderful creation. 

In Jesus’ name, 
Amen 



POWERPOINT REVIEW GAME

BIBLE MYSTERIES: THE CASE OF SOMETHING OUT OF NOTHING

WHICH DAY IS IT? 

On what day did God make people? 
SIX

On what day did God make light? 
ONE

On what day did God separate the land and water? 
THREE

On what day did God rest? 
SEVEN

On what day did God make killer whales? 
FIVE



IN THE CAR:
Ask your child what they learned about this week on the drive home:
Before the Earth and the stars and the universe were made, what was there? As hard as 
it is for us to understand, once there was nothing else except God. Out of nothing, God 
spoke the entire universe into being.  Genesis 1-2:3, In The Beginning

      HANGING OUT:
Make this week’s lesson real:
Take a walk or a drive through a park or forest. Look for evidence that the world and the 
things in it have an intelligent designer, a creator who made everything to work and fit 
together. What clues can you find? 

     AT DINNER:
Here are some great discussion starters:
- Who made the world?
- What clues are there that God made the world?
- Why did God make the world?

AT BEDTIME:
Quiz your child on this week’s memory verse:
“‘My thoughts are not like your thoughts. And your ways are not like my ways,’ 
announces the Lord.” Isaiah 55:8 (NIrV)

     PARENT TIME:
What you need to know: We don’t know how He did it, but as believers in Christ, we 
have faith God made the world. We can see his intelligent design in things as big as our 
eco system to things as small as our DNA. Search for evidence of God’s creative work 
with your kids this week, and take time to praise God for His creativity!  

5 Simple Ways You Can Make This Lesson Stick With your Kids

Bible Mysteries Lesson 1

THIS WEEK’S LESSON: THE CASE OF SOMETHING OUT OF NOTHING

BIBLE CIRCUS: THE CASE OF SOMETHING OUT OF NOTHING



CRAFT ACTIVITY

BIBLE MYSTERIES: THE CASE OF SOMETHING OUT OF NOTHING

Using paper, crayons, and leaves collected from outside, have the kids do rubbings of 
leaves with the crayons on paper. Tell the kids these leaves they are rubbing on paper 
are a reminder of the mystery of creation. 
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