
THE COLORS 
OF EASTER

LESSON SNAPSHOT

THE COLORS OF EASTER: GREEN

BOTTOM LINE:
Jesus rode into Jerusalem to the sight of green palm leaves, welcoming him to town.

OBJECTIVE:
Kids will learn why we should welcome Jesus into our hearts.

KEY PASSAGE:
Matthew 21:1-11, The Triumphal Entry.

MEMORY VERSE:
“For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes 
in him shall not perish but have eternal life.” - John 3:16 (NIV)

SUMMARY:
Green is one of the many colors of Easter. It’s the color of new life. It reminds us of the 
palm leaves that greeted Jesus when he entered Jerusalem. We should welcome Je-
sus into our hearts, thanking him for what he has done for us.

SIMPLE PRAYER:
Dear God,
Thank you for coming to Earth to live and die for us. Please help us to remember
what you did for us as we celebrate this Easter season.
In Jesus’ name,
Amen
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MEMORY VERSE

THE COLORS OF EASTER: GREEN

“For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes
in him shall not perish but have eternal life.” - John 3:16 (NIV)

“God loved the world so much that he gave his one and only Son. Anyone who believes
in him will not die but will have eternal life.” - John 3:16 (NIrV)

LARGE GROUP:
Divide the room into girls and boys. Have the girls and boys read the verse aloud to-
gether, alternating every other word, so girls say the first word, boys say the second
word, girls the third, etc.

SMALL GROUP:
Ask the kids what they think the writer was trying to say when he wrote these words.
Then ask them how this verse is connected to today’s story.
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SKIT
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THE TRIUMPHAL ENTRY

ITEMS NEEDED:
Palm branches, a microphone

CHARACTER BREAKDOWN: 2M

CHARACTERS:
Glen- A TV host
Mark- A follower of Jesus

Mark is on stage waving palm branches.

MARK: Hosanna! Hosanna! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord! 
Hosanna!

Glen enters. He is talking to a cameraman. (You can have another actor be the camera 
person, or just leave it to the imagination.)

GLEN: Okay, here’s a good spot, right here. Now, are we rolling? Check, check. (clears
his throat) The Easter story begins here, a week before the crucifixion. As Jesus rode
into town on the back of a lowly donkey, the people gathered around to greet him.

Mark sees Glen. He walks over to Glen.

GLEN: Some people laid their cloaks on the road. Some laid palm branches. Still others 
waved palm branches in a sea of green, shouting, “Hosanna! Blessed is he who comes 
in the name of the—“

MARK: Say, fella, those are some strange clothes you got on.

GLEN: Excuse me, we’re filming here. 
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THE COLORS OF EASTER: GREEN

MARK: Filming? What’s filming?

GLEN: We’re shooting a documentary for television.

MARK: A mockumentary for smell-o-vision? Buddy, you are weird.

GLEN: Would you please go back to waving your palm branch? You’re ruining my shot.

MARK: You ain’t from around here, are you?

GLEN: No, I’m from New York, about two thousand years from now.

MARK: If you say so.

GLEN: Listen, since you’re here, do you mind if I ask a few questions?

MARK: Not at all.

GLEN: How long have you been following Jesus?

MARK: Oh, about six months from now. Ever since he healed me.

GLEN: He healed you?

MARK: Yes, he did.

GLEN: Were you sick? Were you crippled?

MARK: No, I just had a little headache, but he cleared it up. Now my buddy Kyle, he
was crippled in both feet and Jesus fixed him up too.

GLEN: He’s quite a man, isn’t he?

MARK: Yes he is.

GLEN: Is he worthy of all this praise?

MARK: I’ll say he is! You know some people think he might even be the Messiah.

GLEN: You mean the man the prophets said would save Israel?

MARK: That’s the one, yeah! Say, you being from the future, you wouldn’t happen to
know if he is the Messiah or not, would ya? 
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THE COLORS OF EASTER: GREEN

GLEN: Ha ha ha, no spoilers, Mark.

MARK: What’s a spoiler?

GLEN: Just go wave your palm branch.

MARK: Thanks, I think I will.

GLEN: As our friend goes back to the celebration, let’s take in the scene on this Palm
Sunday. Let’s remember the green palm branches, and let’s remember that we, too,
can welcome Jesus into our hearts.

MARK: Hosanna! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!
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ITEMS NEEDED:
A green plant growing in a pot

Show the plant to the kids, and see if anyone can identify it. Ask if they’ve seen any 
flowers or other plants like this sprouting in the early spring.

Spring is a time of rebirth and renewal. As the weather begins to warm, the plants that 
died off in the fall spring back to life. The green in the grass and the leaves tells us that 
spring is coming, and we all welcome it with open arms.

Green is also the color of Palm Sunday, the day that Jesus entered Jerusalem. When 
we read the Palm Sunday story, we remember that Jesus came to Earth to die for our 
sins. Jesus would fulfill his destiny in Jerusalem on the cross, but three days later, he 
would rise to new life.

Jesus came to Earth to pay the price for our sins. Because he died, he is able to give 
us new life, here and in the next world. The triumphal entry reminds us why Jesus 
came. It also reminds us to welcome Jesus into our hearts. As the people of Jerusalem 
waved their palm branches, we need to open our hearts and make Jesus the Lord of 
our lives. Let’s thank Jesus for all he has done, and let’s open our hearts to him this 
Easter season.
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LARGE GROUP GAME

THE COLORS OF EASTER: GREEN

GREEN WAVE

ITEMS NEEDED:
Fake palm branches
Balloons

INSTRUCTIONS:
Mark a starting line and a finishing line on stage or in front of the room. Choose two 
kids to play the game. Each kid will start at the starting line with a balloon on the 
ground. On your mark, the kids will wave their palm branches behind the balloons to 
blow the balloons toward the finish line. The first balloon to cross the finish is the win-
ner.

VARIATION:
Younger kids can use the palm branch to strike the balloon directly and steer it towards 
the finish line.

WHAT’S THE POINT?
The people of Jerusalem waved palm branches to welcome Jesus. We need to wel-
come him into our hearts.
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LARGE GROUP LESSON

THE COLORS OF EASTER: GREEN

BOTTOM LINE: 
Jesus rode into Jerusalem to the sight of green palm leaves, welcoming him to town.

OBJECTIVE: Kids will learn why we should welcome Jesus into our hearts.  

KEY PASSAGE: Matthew 21:1-11, The Triumphal Entry.

INTRO
You can tell what time of year it is by the colors you see. Every season has its signa-
ture colors, and every holiday has its own color scheme. For example: When we see 
the colors orange and black, what time of year is it? When we see red and green, what 
time of year is it? When we see red and pink everywhere, what time of year is it? Eas-
ter is no exception. When Easter comes around, the world is filled with brightspringtime 
colors. We see colors like pink, blue, yellow, and today’s special color, green. Green is 
a very fitting color this time of yea. In the springtime, all the plants and flowersare re-
turning to life after a cold winter. Green means new life. It means rebirth. It’s a perfect fit 
for Easte. In today’s scripture, the color green is everywhere. Green is the color of the 
palm branches that the people of Jerusalem waved as they welcomed Jesus on the day 
we call Palm Sunday. 

READ MATTHEW 21:1-11

MAIN POINT
The Easter story begins with this beautiful scene. In Jesus’ time if a king rode on a 
donkey, it was a sign that he came in peace. Jesus had come in peace, and the people 
welcomed him like royalty. They laid down their coats for him, waved palm branches, 
and sang his praises. 

It’s hard to believe that these same people would turn on Jesus in a matter of days. The 
crowd that cried, “Hosanna!” would soon cry out, “Crucify!” Only Jesus knew that these 
people would turn on him and sentence him to die on a cross. 
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MAIN POINT
The Easter story begins with this beautiful scene. In Jesus’ time if a king rode on a 
donkey, it was a sign that he came in peace. Jesus had come in peace, and the people 
welcomed him like royalty. They laid down their coats for him, waved palm branches, 
and sang his praises. 

It’s hard to believe that these same people would turn on Jesus in a matter of days. The 
crowd that cried, “Hosanna!” would soon cry out, “Crucify!” Only Jesus knew that these 
people would turn on him and sentence him to die on a cross. 

That’s exactly why Jesus came. He did not come to be made an earthly king, but an 
eternal king. Jesus had come to save us from sin. The only way he could do that was 
to die on the cross. Only Jesus could save us from sin, and only Jesus deserves our 
praise. The people of Jerusalem welcomed him to town, but if we are wise, we will wel-
come Jesus into our hearts. 

DRIVE IT HOME
The Easter story is the climax of a tale that begins in the book of Genesis. God creat-ed 
the world, and he created man and woman with the free will to choose to love God. 
When the people chose to disobey God they sinned, they were separated from God, 
and God’s paradise was ruined. 

There was nothing we could do to save ourselves from our sin, so God sent Jesus to 
die for our sins. He came into our world as a baby, he grew up and lived the life of a 
carpenter’s son, and he died a cruel death. He did all of this so he could forgive our 
sins and offer us eternal life. 

When we see the color green this year, many things come to mind. Green means new 
life. It means rebirth. In so many ways green reminds us of why Jesus came and what 
he did for us. Jesus can give us a new life. We can be born again in Jesus and live our 
lives for him. It all starts when we pick up our palm branch and welcome him into our 
hearts. 

Our memory verse, John 3:16, sums up the Bible and the Easter story so perfectly. 
God loved us so much, he sent Jesus to die for us so we could have new life. If you 
have never opened your heart to Jesus, I pray that you will do that this Easter season. 
If you have already accepted Jesus, pray for your friends to do the same. Invite them 
to church so they can hear the Easter story, and pray that they will open their hearts to 
Jesus.

Green is one of the colors of Easter. It’s the color of new life. It’s the color of Palm Sun-
day. Let’s welcome Jesus in this Easter, and let’s invite him to give us new life. 



LARGE GROUP LESSON
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CLOSE WITH A SIMPLE PRAYER
Dear God,
Thank you for coming to Earth to live and die for us. Please help us to remember what 
you did for us as we celebrate this Easter season. 
In Jesus’ name, 
Amen
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ICEBREAKER
Is anyone coming to your house to visit this Easter? Or are you going to visit someone 
else?

MEMORY VERSE ACTIVITY
John 3:16
Ask the kids what they think the writer was trying to say when he wrote these words.
Then ask them how this verse is connected to today’s story.

SMALL GROUP GAME/ACTIVITY
Have the kids sit in a line or in a circle and see if they can do the wave. How long can 
you keep it going?

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
Read Matthew 21:1-11

Where was Jesus going in this story?

What animal did Jesus ride on when he entered Jerusalem?

What did the people do when Jesus entered Jerusalem?

How does green remind us of Easter?

Why do we need to invite Jesus into our hearts?

SIMPLE PRAYER
Dear God,
Thank you for Jesus and all he has done for us.
In Jesus’ name,
Amen
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SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION (3-5TH)

THE COLORS OF EASTER: GREEN

ICEBREAKER
Is anyone coming to your house to visit this Easter? Or are you going to visit someone 
else?

MEMORY VERSE ACTIVITY
John 3:16
Ask the kids what they think the writer was trying to say when he wrote these words.
Then ask them how this verse is connected to today’s story.

SMALL GROUP GAME/ACTIVITY
Have the kids sit in a line or in a circle and see if they can do the wave. How long can 
you keep it going?

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
Read Matthew 21:1-11
How did the people welcome Jesus into Jerusalem?

Why was Jesus traveling to Jerusalem?

What does John 3:16 tell us about Jesus?

How does the color green represent the Easter story?

How can we invite Jesus into our hearts?

SIMPLE PRAYER
Dear God,

Thank you for Jesus and all he has done for us.

In Jesus’ name,
Amen
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1. Jesus wanted to go to __________ for the Passover. 
A. Jerusalem*
B. Damascus
C. Samaria

2. Jesus went into Jerusalem on __________.
A. foot
B. a donkey*
C. a horse

3. “_______ is the one who comes in the name of the Lord!” 
A. Forgiven
B. Great
C. Blessed*

4. The people welcomed Jesus by laying their coats and __________ on the road. 
A. gold
B. offerings
C. palm branches*

5. We need to welcome Jesus into our ______. 
A. churches
B. hearts*
C. towns



5 Simple Ways You Can Make This Lesson Stick With Your Kids

THIS WEEK’S LESSON: GREEN

THE COLORS OF EASTER: GREEN

 IN THE CAR:
Ask your child what they learned about this week on the drive home:
Today we talked about the color green. Green reminds us of the palm branches of
Palm Sunday. It represents new life, and it reminds us we can have new life if we
welcome Jesus into our hearts. Matthew 21:1-11, The Triumphal Entry.     
      
     
     HANGING OUT:
Make this week’s lesson real:
Ask your kids if they know what it means to accept Jesus as their Savior, and ask if they
know how they can do so.
    
     
     AT DINNER:
Here are some great discussion starters:
- How did Jesus enter Jerusalem?

- What did the people do and say to welcome Jesus?

- Why does God want us to invite Jesus into our hearts?
              
                AT BEDTIME:
Quiz your child on this week’s memory verse:
“For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes 
in him shall not perish but have eternal life.” - John 3:16 (NIV)    
       
      
      PARENT TIME:
What you need to know: 
Easter is the most important celebration in Christianity, and no decision is more 
important than asking Jesus to become our Savior. Pray for all of our children to accept 
Christ so they may have new life!
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CRAFT ACTIVITY
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Have the kids cut and create palm branches out of green construction paper. 


