
LESSON SNAPSHOT

ELEMENTS OF FAITH: CLOUD IN A BOTTLE

BOTTOM LINE: 
We can have faith knowing God is always with us. 

OBJECTIVE: 
Kids will learn that they can have faith in God because He will never leave them.

KEY PASSAGE: 
Exodus 13:21-22, 40:33-38, The Cloud of God

MEMORY VERSE: 
“You are the God who does miracles. You show your power among the nations.”  
- Psalm 77:14 (NIrV)

SUMMARY: 
The Israelites did not have an easy time as they traveled through the desert. But they 
always had a reminder of God’s presence with them – a pillar of cloud during the day, 
and a pillar of fire at night. Kids will create their own Cloud In a Bottle as a reminder that 
God is always with them.  

SIMPLE PRAYER: 
Dear God, 

Thank you for always being by our side. 

In Jesus’ name, 
Amen



MEMORY VERSE
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“You are the God who does miracles. You show your power among the nations.”  
- Psalm 77:14 (NIrV)

“You are the God who performs miracles; you display your power among the peoples.”  
- Psalm 77:14 (NIV)

“You are the God of great wonders! You demonstrate your awesome power among the 
nations.” - Psalm 77:14 (NLT)

“Thou art the God that doest wonders: thou hast declared thy strength among the peo-
ple.” Psalm 77:14 (KJV)

LARGE GROUP: 
Divide the room into girls and boys. Have the boys read the verse aloud, and then have 
the girls read it aloud. Who can read the loudest? 

SMALL GROUP: 
Give all the kids a Bible. Then after you read the verse, give them the reference and 
see who can find it first in their Bible.



SKIT
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PROFESSOR FAITH AND THE GIANT CLOUD

ITEMS NEEDED: 
Two cell phones 
A pair of binoculars 

CHARACTER BREAKDOWN: 
2M

CHARACTERS: 
Professor Faith - A time traveler
Max - The professor’s assistant

Professor Faith and Max enter. Max is looking off stage with a pair of binoculars.

FAITH: Good morning! I am Professor Faith, scientist and disciple of Christ, and this is 
my faithful assistant, Max! Say hello, Max.

MAX: Hello, Max!

FAITH: I have dedicated my vast fortune, left behind by my eccentric uncle the  
billionaire board game tycoon, to using science to prove that the miracles of the Bible 
are no fantasy, but scientifically proven facts! How am I going to do that? Simple! Step 
one, I built a time machine. Don’t ask how, I just did it. Step two, travel back in time and 
document the miracles of the Bible with the greatest wonder of the age, the iPhone 
camera.

MAX: I thought you had a Galaxy.

FAITH: To-may-to, to-mah-to, Max.

MAX: Not to devoted fans of the iPhone and Galaxy it’s not!

FAITH: We are here in the wilderness that lies between the nation of Egypt and the 
soon-to-be nation of Israel where, according to the book of Exodus, God led the nation 
of Israel in a pillar of cloud by day and a pillar of fire by night. Many people think we are 
fools to believe in such a miracle.
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MAX: But we believe it anyway!

The Professor pulls out his phone.

FAITH: We do, and with this wonder of technology, we will record the miracle first hand, 
take it back to present day, and post it on Youtube. Now Max, how does this thing work 
again?

MAX: Okay, first, enter your passcode.

FAITH: Okay. Hmm, it’s not working.

MAX: You must have typed it in wrong.

FAITH: I did not type it in wrong!

MAX: Well do it again!

FAITH: I did do it again! It’s still not working.

MAX: You’re rushing, Professor. Take your time.

FAITH: Don’t you tell me what to do! I’m the scientist here!

MAX: You keep fat fingering it.

FAITH: I do not have fat fingers, Max! Oh there, see? Now I’ve gone and locked it up.

MAX: Here. You can use mine.

Max pulls out his phone and unlocks it.

MAX: Now, you just use the screen to aim and shoot.

FAITH: Use the screen? All I can see in the screen is me!

MAX: You’ve got it backwards. Here. (clicks the screen) How’s that?

FAITH: There we go! Good man! Now tell me when you see the nation of Israel  
following a cloud.

MAX: I will, Professor.
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FAITH: They’re not going to believe this back home. First hand video evidence of a real 
miracle of the Bible.

MAX: I tell you, Professor, we came on a bad day. The visibility is really poor.

FAITH: What do you mean?

MAX: Well look how cloudy it is! I can’t see a thing!

FAITH: Max, that cloud IS our miracle!

MAX: It is?

FAITH: Of course it is! How do I record this?

MAX: Hit the red button!

FAITH: Ha ha! I got it. Wow, that cloud is really close.

MAX: Professor? I think we better move.

FAITH: Why is that?

MAX: Because if we don’t, we’re going to get run over by a cloud and the entire nation 
of Israel.

FAITH: Oh no!

MAX: Oh yes!

FAITH: To the time machine, Max! Run! Ruuuuuuuun!

They run off stage.
 



SCIENCE EXPERIMENT
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CLOUD IN A BOTTLE

ITEMS NEEDED: 
An empty water bottle

DIRECTIONS:
1. Seal an empty water bottle with its cap. 
2. Twist the bottle up tightly, which will compress the air molecules inside. 
3. When you release the cap, the air inside the bottle with shoot out in a mini cloud. (Be 
sure to practice this a few times before the lesson.) 

How did we make a cloud out of nothing? When we sealed the bottle, we trapped air 
inside. We can’t see it, but it’s there. By twisting the bottle, we forced the air molecules 
to press closer together, and when we released the air, it emerged in a cloud! 

We can’t see God any more than we can see the air around us, but just as the mini 
cloud shows us the air in the bottle, it can remind us that God is always with us. Let’s 
ask God to help us draw closer to Him so we can follow Him every day. 
  



LARGE GROUP GAME
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A BALLOON BETWEEN US

ITEMS NEEDED: 
Balloons
Tape to mark a start and finish line

INSTRUCTIONS: 
Choose as many teams of two as you have balloons and room for kids to race. Have 
the kids stand back to back, holding a balloon between them on their backs. Kids will 
race, walking sideways, back to back, from the start to the finish, keeping the balloon 
between them. First team to cross the finish with their balloon is the winner. 

VARIATION: 
Instead of having everyone race all at once, you can do heats and have the winners of 
each heat advance until you get to a final race. 

WHAT’S THE POINT? 
Just as our racers would not leave their balloon, God will not leave us! 



LARGE GROUP LESSON
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BOTTOM LINE: 
We can have faith knowing God is always with us. 

OBJECTIVE: 
Kids will learn that they can have faith in God because He will never leave them.

KEY PASSAGE: 
Exodus 13:21-22, 40:33-38, The Cloud of God

INTRO:
How many of you like science? How many of you love science? Science is so cool  
because it explains so much about how the world we live in works. From biology to 
chemistry to physics we can study everything from the inner workings of our bodies to 
the construction and design of roller coasters. Science doesn’t have all the answers, 
and it may never give us all the answers, but the study of science has helped us to do a 
great many things from curing diseases to predicting hurricanes to traveling into space 
and so much more.

In this new series, we’ve chosen to use science to talk about faith, which is kind of 
strange when you break it down. Science is all about facts and figures, things we can 
see and observe and measure, while faith is believing in things we cannot see. We’re 
not going to be using science to prove faith, but we are going to use some amazing 
science experiments to help us remember some important lessons about faith.

Our first four experiments are going to teach us why we should have faith in God. 
Again, these science experiments are not “proof” for faith, but they are visible  
reminders of the stories we will read and the lessons they teach us. As you’ve already 
seen in today’s experiment, using a few simple items found at home, we were able to 
make a cloud in a bottle. We are used to seeing clouds way up in the sky, not down low 
to the ground, and certainly not in a bottle. Yet it was a low-lying cloud that led the  
Israelites from Egypt, a land where they had lived as slaves, to the Promised Land.

The Israelites had never set foot out of Egypt for generations. They had no maps to 
guide them on their way, and there were no road signs to point them where to go. God 
used a cloud by day and something else by night to lead His people to freedom.

READ EXODUS 13:21-22, 40:33-38
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MAIN POINT: 
Imagine waking up in the morning and seeing a giant cloud outside your door. The 
cloud never dissipated, never went back up into the sky. It was there every day, in front 
of the camp, for all of Israel to see. Not only did the Israelites have a cloud to follow by 
day, they had a pillar of fire to keep them company at night. Day and night, the visible 
presence of the Lord never left them.

God wanted His people to know He was always there. He wanted them to trust Him 
enough to follow when He led them. The story of the pillar of cloud and the pillar of fire 
reminds us that God is still with us. Even though we can’t see Him or even see his  
presence, we can trust He is always there for us.

DRIVE IT HOME:
The Israelites did not have an easy journey through the wilderness. There were many 
dangers along the way. There were times they wondered where their next meal would 
come from and when they would find water. There were dangerous animals, and even 
dangerous people who tried to harm them.

Day in and day out, the people could look out of their tents and be reminded they were 
not alone on this journey. The cloud never left their sight, and when sunset came, it 
changed into a pillar of fire. That doesn’t mean there weren’t times the Israelites were 
unfaithful to God, but God’s patience with those stiff-necked, stubborn people shows us 
that God’s love never wavers. He remained with them in good times and bad. He loved 
them, and His love is unconditional.

The Bible is filled with stories of God’s faithful presence. When Daniel is cast into a den 
of lions in Daniel 6, God shut the mouths of the lions. When Daniel’s three friends were 
cast into a fiery furnace in chapter 3 of that same book, the king saw four men walking 
around inside.

Even in the New Testament, we see that God never leaves His people. God protected 
missionaries like Peter and Paul, even when they went to prison, so they could do His 
will. God never left His faithful servants, and He will never leave us. God is still present 
to this day in the hearts of believers, and when we place our trust in God, we can know 
for sure He is always with us.

We may not see God in a pillar of cloud, but we can look to the clouds and know He 
is watching us. We may not see Him in a pillar of fire, but we can feel His warmth in a 
campfire. God loves His people and He will never leave us. We may not see Him with 
our eyes, but we can have faith and know He is always there!
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CLOSE WITH A SIMPLE PRAYER:
Dear God, 

Thank you for always being by our side. 

In Jesus’ name, 
Amen



SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION (K-2ND)
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ICEBREAKER:
Do you still have a special toy or blanket you cannot go to bed without? 

MEMORY VERSE ACTIVITY:
Psalm 77:14
Give all the kids a Bible. Then after you read the verse, give them the reference and 
see who can find it first in their Bible.

SMALL GROUP GAME/ACTIVITY:
Pair the kids up and do the same balloon race from today’s large group game so that 
everyone gets a chance to try it. 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:
Read Exodus 13:21-22, 40:33-38

Who was leading the Israelites to the Promised Land? 

How did God lead the people by day? 

How did He lead them by night? 

How did the people know when it was time to stop and time to move on? 

What did the pillar of cloud and fire teach the people about God? 

SIMPLE PRAYER:
Dear God, 

Help us to always remember You are near! 

In Jesus’ name, 
Amen

 



SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION (3-5TH)

ELEMENTS OF FAITH: CLOUD IN A BOTTLE

ICEBREAKER:
Do you still have a special toy or blanket you cannot go to bed without? 

MEMORY VERSE ACTIVITY:
Psalm 77:14
Give all the kids a Bible. Then after you read the verse, give them the reference and 
see who can find it first in their Bible.

SMALL GROUP GAME/ACTIVITY:
Pair the kids up and do the same balloon race from today’s large group game so that 
everyone gets a chance to try it. 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:
Read Exodus 13:21-22, 40:33-38

How did God lead His people by day and night? 

How did the people know when it was time to stop and time to move on? 

What did the pillar of cloud and fire teach the people about God? 

How do we know God is always with us? 

How can we become better followers of God? 

SIMPLE PRAYER:
Dear God, 

Help us to always remember You are near! 

In Jesus’ name, 
Amen



POWERPOINT REVIEW GAME
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FILL IN THE BLANK

God led His people by day with a pillar of ______. 
CLOUD

At night the pillar of cloud turned into a pillar of _____. 
FIRE

Moses could not enter the _____ ____ __________ when the cloud covered it. 
TENT OF MEETING

The people stayed in one place until the cloud ________ from the tabernacle. 
LIFTED

The cloud in the bottle and the pillar of cloud remind us that ____ is always with us. 
GOD



 IN THE CAR:
Ask your child what they learned about this week on the drive home:
The Israelites did not have an easy time as they traveled through the desert. But they 
always had a reminder of God’s presence with them – a pillar of cloud during the day, 
and a pillar of fire at night. We did a “Cloud In a Bottle” science experiment today as a 
reminder that God is always with us. Exodus 13:21-22, 40:33-38, The Cloud of God
Objective: Kids will learn they can have faith in God because He will never leave them.

     HANGING OUT:
Make this week’s lesson real:
Ask your kids what they do when they are lonely to remember they have friends and 
family. Remind them that they also have God with them, no matter where they are or 
who else is around.  

     AT DINNER:
Here are some great discussion starters:
- How did God lead the Israelites through the wilderness? 
- What did the cloud and the pillar of fire teach the Israelites about God’s presence? 
- How did the science experiment with the cloud in a bottle help you to learn that God is 
always with you? 

                 AT BEDTIME:
Quiz your child on this week’s memory verse:
“You are the God who does miracles. You show your power among the nations.”  
- Psalm 77:14 (NIrV)

     
      PARENT TIME:
What you need to know: 
Day and night, God is always with us, even when we don’t feel His presence. Ask God to 
help you and your children to remember He is there, especially when you feel lonely.   

5 Simple Ways You Can Make This Lesson Stick With your Kids

Elements of Faith Lesson 1

THIS WEEK’S LESSON: CLOUD IN A BOTTLE

ELEMENTS OF FAITH: CLOUD IN A BOTTLE



CRAFT ACTIVITY
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Have the kids pick a piece of construction paper and glue cotton balls onto the page to 
make a pillar of cloud, as a reminder of today’s story and science experiment. 
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