LESSON SNAPSHOT
BOTTOM LINE:
Keep your eyes on Jesus if you want to do what is right.
OBJECTIVE:
Kids will learn that if we don’t want to wreck it, we should keep our eyes on Jesus.
KEY PASSAGE:
Matthew 14:22-33, Jesus and Peter Walk on Water
MEMORY VERSE:
“The Lord is close to those whose hearts have been broken. He saves those whose
spirits have been crushed.” Psalm 34:18 (NIrV)
SUMMARY:
Peter boldly stepped out of the boat to walk on water with Jesus. While he kept his eyes
on Jesus, Peter was fine. But when Peter focused on the wind and waves, he almost
wrecked himself.
SIMPLE PRAYER:
Dear God,
Help us to keep our eyes on Jesus.
In Jesus’ name,
Amen

WRECK-IT PETE: WHAT A WRECK

MEMORY VERSE
“The Lord is close to the brokenhearted and saves those who are crushed in spirit.”
Psalm 34:18 (NIV)
“The Lord is close to those whose hearts have been broken. He saves those whose
spirits have been crushed.” Psalm 34:18 (NIrV)
LARGE GROUP:
Have the kids read the verse together. Read it normally, then in a whisper, then really,
really loud!
SMALL GROUP:
Give all the kids a Bible. Then after you read the verse, give them the reference and
see who can find it first in their Bible.
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SKIT
RALPH WRECKS IT ON THE WATER
ITEMS NEEDED:
Biblical costumes (Jesus and Peter)
CHARACTER BREAKDOWN:
2M
CHARACTERS:
Felix - An experienced actor playing Jesus
Ralph - A novice actor playing Peter
Felix enters dressed as Jesus.
FELIX: Okay, everybody, it’s time for Wreck-It Peter, scene one. Do we have the wind
machine in place? How about the boat? Very good. Now where is our star? Ralph?
Ralph, where are you?
Ralph enters dressed as Peter.
RALPH: I’m here, Felix!
FELIX: Ah, there you are, Ralph. Are you ready for our first scene?
RALPH: You bet I am. I can’t thank you enough for giving me this opportunity. I mean
wow, Peter the disciple! What a role!
FELIX: It’s a big opportunity for you, Ralph. Wouldn’t wanna wreck it.
RALPH: I won’t, Felix, trust me.
FELIX: Okay, Ralph, it’s time to get in our places.
Ralph and Felix walk to opposite sides of the stage.
FELIX: Now do it just like we practiced, Ralph.
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SKIT
RALPH: Just like we practiced, got it!
FELIX: Remember, we have a hundred* kids watching us. Let’s not mess this up!
*Note: Fill in a number close to the number of your average attendance here.
RALPH: (starting to get stage fright) Did you say a hundred kids????
FELIX: No pressure, Ralph. And… action. (as Jesus) Do not fear, it is I!
RALPH: (staring at the kids, afraid) Fear? Kids? A hundred kids?
FELIX: I said, Do not fear! It is I!
RALPH: They’re all staring at me! What am I doing here?
FELIX: Ralph! Say your line!
RALPH: My line? What’s my line?
FELIX: Lord, if it is really you, tell me to walk on the water.
RALPH: Why would I tell you that? You’re already walking on water!
FELIX: No, you say that, Ralph!
RALPH: I did say that!
FELIX: You ask me if you can walk on water!
RALPH: How am I gonna walk on water? I can’t even remember my lines!
FELIX: Ralph!
RALPH: There’s no place like home! May the Force be with you? Let it go! I’m Batman!
FELIX: You’re Batman?
RALPH: I’m gonna wreck it!
FELIX: You already did!
RALPH: Felix, I’m dying here! Help me!
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SKIT
FELIX: Ralph. Stop looking at the waves. Look at me.
RALPH: Okay. (looks at Felix) Lord, if it is really you, tell me to walk on the water.
FELIX: Come.
Ralph steps toward Felix.
RALPH: Hey, look at me! I’m walking on the water. Just like Jesus!
FELIX: Good job, Ralph. Now look at the waves and start sinking.
RALPH: Are you crazy? No way!
FELIX: But that’s the story!
RALPH: I know that’s the story, but I also know the lesson. We need to keep our eyes
on Jesus, and that’s what I’m gonna do!
FELIX: But Ralph—
RALPH: I took my eyes off you once. I’m sorry. I won’t do it again.
FELIX: Ralph, you have to—
RALPH: I won’t look at the waves, Jesus! I’m concentrating on you!
FELIX: But I’m not Jesus, Ralph. I’m Felix.
RALPH: Don’t say that! (grabs on to Felix) I don’t wanna drown!
FELIX: Well, I think that scene went well.
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OBJECT LESSON OR KIDS SERMON
ITEMS NEEDED:
A Nintendo Switch or a gaming tablet
When you’re playing video games, is there anything in the world that can distract you
from the screen? How easy is it to stay focused when you’re in the midst of a Fortnite
Battle Royal? Let me put it another way – how many times does your mom have to yell
at you before you’ll stop and listen?
It’s easy to stay focused when you’re deep into a video game. It isn’t always easy to
focus on Jesus. But keeping our eyes on Jesus is how we can navigate the waves in
our lives. If we don’t want to end up a wreck, we need to focus on Jesus every day. We
can start each day with a Bible verse and some prayer. Then, every free moment we
get, we can say another prayer. These simple steps can help us keep from becoming a
wreck when the waves hit us.
Give Jesus the same attention you give that video screen. Keep your eyes on Him so
you won’t wreck it!
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LARGE GROUP GAME
FLOAT IT
ITEMS NEEDED:
Tape
Two balloons
INSTRUCTIONS:
Mark a starting line and a finish line on the floor about 15 feet apart.
Choose two teams for this game and give each team one a balloon. Starting from the
finish line, have two players from each team race to see who can get their balloon
across the line by blowing it in the air. They cannot bump the balloon with their hands.
If the balloon drops, they must pick it up, take a step back, and start over. First one to
cross the finish wins.
VARIATION:
This can also be a beat the clock game. Make the distance to the finish line twenty feet
away, and give one or two players 60 seconds to go from start to finish.
WHAT’S THE POINT?
Just as you had to keep your eye on the balloon in this game, we must keep our eyes
on Jesus.
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LARGE GROUP LESSON
BOTTOM LINE:
Keep your eyes on Jesus if you want to do what is right.
OBJECTIVE:
Kids will learn that if we don’t want to wreck it, we should keep our eyes on Jesus.
KEY PASSAGE:
Matthew 14:22-33, Jesus and Peter Walk on Water
INTRO:
Some people seem like they were born to be heroes. Do you know the type of person I
am talking about? It seems like everything they do goes perfectly for them. Everything
they touch turns to gold. They score all the time in soccer. They ace all their spelling
tests. They get the lead role in the school play. They seem to be a lot like Fix-It-Felix.
Everybody loves them and praises them for all the great work they do, and it seems like
they can never do wrong.
I’m going to guess most of you feel more like Wreck-It Ralph than Fix-It Felix. We may
have our days when everything seems to go our way, but more often than not we have
days when nothing goes right. We oversleep our alarm, we don’t have time for
breakfast, we forgot to do the backside of our homework paper, we let the guy from the
other team score the winning goal when we were on defense, and to top it all off – we
set that plate on the edge of the counter just far enough that it fell so we broke another
of Mom’s favorite dishes.
Wreck-It Ralph isn’t just some video game bad guy. He’s all of us. He’s everyone who
has felt like a goof or a failure. And if you talked to those kids in your life who seem like
Fix-It Felix, they’re going to tell you they relate more to Ralph than Felix. Just ask them!
The good news is that Ralph ended up a hero, and the better news is we can do the
same. How do I know? Because thousands of years before Wreck-It Ralph hit the
big screen, there was a follower of Christ named Peter who was constantly wrecking
things! Peter was a big mess up like you and me. Sometimes it seemed he couldn’t do
anything right. But Peter’s life shows us how Jesus can help us go from Wreck-It Ralph
to hero of the faith.
Today we start with a story from the book of Matthew.
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LARGE GROUP LESSON
It begins with Peter and the other eleven disciples out on a boat in a storm, and it ends
with a lesson that can help us all put the pieces back together when we wreck it.
READ MATTHEW 14:22-33
MAIN POINT:
The disciples were afraid when they saw Jesus walking on the water. They thought He
was a ghost! Even after they heard His voice, most of them were still afraid.
Give Peter credit. He was the only one who had the courage to not only believe it was
Jesus, but to try and walk on the water himself. Peter actually did walk on water at first,
but he started to sink as soon as he took his eyes off Jesus. Fortunately for Peter,
Jesus was there to catch him and pull him back above the waves.
Jesus left no doubt in His disciples’ minds that He was the Son of God that day. He also
left no doubt as to how much they needed Him. Yes, Peter wrecked it, but he learned a
valuable lesson. Keep your eyes on Jesus, and you won’t wreck it.
DRIVE IT HOME:
This probably wasn’t Peter’s first mess up, and it wouldn’t be his last. Over the coming
weeks we will see more of Peter’s greatest wrecks. We will also see Jesus forgive
Peter every time, and we will see Peter grow into a great hero of the faith. In spite of
all his wrecks, Peter became the first leader of the Christian church. He became a man
who cheated death multiple times before dying on a cross much like his Savior did.
Peter never became Fix-It Felix, but he became a man who kept his eyes on Jesus,
and that was enough!
We all feel like Peter and Ralph every day. We mess up with our parents. We break a
rule at home. We get caught talking at school. How in the world can we even begin to
change our wreck-it ways?
We need to keep our eyes on Jesus. We need to spend time with Jesus first thing every
day. Read a devotion. Read a few Bible verses. Jot some notes in a journal about what
you read and then say a simple prayer to start your day. As the day goes along, take
every opportunity you can to say more prayers. They don’t have to be very long or use
big words. They just need to help you keep focused on Jesus.
When you take your eyes off Jesus and mess up, don’t get discouraged. It’s time to
refocus. Say a simple prayer asking for forgiveness. God will give you another chance,
and the more you refocus, the easier it will be to stay focused.
We’re all going to wreck-it this week. Try as we might, we will all look at the waves and
away from Jesus. Don’t get discouraged.

WRECK-IT PETE: WHAT A WRECK

LARGE GROUP LESSON
Get up and turn your eyes back to Jesus, knowing He will always forgive you. If WreckIt Peter can do it, we can too.
CLOSE WITH A SIMPLE PRAYER:
Dear God,
Help us to keep our eyes on Jesus.
In Jesus’ name,
Amen
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SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION (K-2ND)
ICEBREAKER:
What is your favorite video game?
MEMORY VERSE ACTIVITY:
Psalm 34:18 (NIrV)
Give all the kids a Bible. Then after you read the verse, give them the reference and
see who can find it first in their Bible.
SMALL GROUP GAME/ACTIVITY:
Pair everyone up with someone they don’t know. Have the kids introduce each other
and share their top 3 favorite video games. Then have the kids introduce their new
friends to the rest of the group.
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:
Read Matthew 14:22-33
Why did the disciples think Jesus was a ghost?
What did Peter ask Jesus to let him do?
When did Peter start to sink?
How could Peter have stayed above water?
What should we do to keep from doing the wrong thing?
SIMPLE PRAYER:
Dear God,
Forgive us when we wreck it and help us to follow Jesus.
In Jesus’ name,
Amen
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SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION (3-5TH)
ICEBREAKER:
What is your favorite video game?
MEMORY VERSE ACTIVITY:
Psalm 34:18 (NIrV)
Give all the kids a Bible. Then after you read the verse, give them the reference and
see who can find it first in their Bible.
SMALL GROUP GAME/ACTIVITY:
Pair everyone up with someone they don’t know. Have the kids introduce each other
and share their top 3 favorite video games. Then have the kids introduce their new
friends to the rest of the group.
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:
Read Matthew 14:22-33
Why do you think Peter asked Jesus to let him walk on water?
Why did Peter start to sink?
How could Peter have stayed above water?
Why is it hard to keep our eyes on Jesus?
What can we do to help us keep our focus on Jesus?
SIMPLE PRAYER:
Dear God,
Forgive us when we wreck it and help us to follow Jesus.
In Jesus’ name,
Amen
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POWERPOINT REVIEW GAME
MULTIPLE CHOICE
1. Where were the disciples when they saw Jesus walk on water?
A. on a boat*
B. on land
C. on the dock
2. Who asked Jesus to let him walk on water?
A. John
B. Andrew
C. Peter*
3. When did Peter start to sink?
A. when a wave hit him
B. when he took his eyes off Jesus*
C. when he stepped out of the boat
4. How could Peter have kept from sinking?
A. stay in the boat
B. use a floatie
C. keep his eyes on Jesus*
5. The best way to keep ourselves from wrecking it with God is to
_____________________.
A. keep our eyes on Jesus*
B. act like we are better than others
C. be perfect
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5 Simple Ways You Can Make This Lesson Stick With your Kids

Wreck-It Pete Lesson 1

THIS WEEK’S LESSON: WHAT A WRECK
IN THE CAR:
Ask your child what they learned about this week on the drive home:
Peter boldly stepped out of the boat to walk on water with Jesus. While he kept his eyes
on Jesus, Peter was fine. But when Peter focused on the wind and waves, he almost
wrecked himself. Matthew 14:22-33, Jesus and Peter Walk on Water
HANGING OUT:
Make this week’s lesson real:
Play some video games with your kids. When you do, see if you can distract them from
the game. Then ask them why it’s so easy to focus on video games but so hard to stay
focused on Jesus.
AT DINNER:
Here are some great discussion starters:
- How was Peter able to walk on water?
- What happened when Peter looked away from Jesus?
- What can we do to keep our eyes on Jesus?
AT BEDTIME:
Quiz your child on this week’s memory verse:
“The Lord is close to those whose hearts have been broken. He saves those whose spirits have been crushed.” Psalm 34:18 (NIrV)
PARENT TIME:
What you need to know:
God knows we are not perfect and we will never be able to fully stay focused on Christ,
but the more we keep our eyes on Jesus, the more we will be able to serve and do God’s
will. Pray with your kids, and ask God to help all of you keep your eyes on Jesus.
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CRAFT ACTIVITY
Have the kids make a stick puppet of Peter. Cut out two identical man shapes and glue
them back-to-back on a craft stick. On one side draw Peter happy, walking on the
water. On the other side, draw frightened Peter as he’s falling into the water.

WRECK-IT PETE: WHAT A WRECK

“The Lord is close to those whose hearts have
been broken. He saves those whose spirits
have been crushed.” - Psalm 34:18 (NIrV)

“The Lord is close to those whose hearts have
been broken. He saves those whose spirits
have been crushed.” - Psalm 34:18 (NIrV)

“The Lord is close to those whose hearts have
been broken. He saves those whose spirits
have been crushed.” - Psalm 34:18 (NIrV)

“The Lord is close to those whose hearts have
been broken. He saves those whose spirits
have been crushed.” - Psalm 34:18 (NIrV)

CUT ON DASHED LINE

